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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On wotion by the Premier, sessional com-
mitiees were appointed as follows:—

Library—Mr. Specker, Mize Ho wan, and
Ar, Patrick,

Standing Orders—Mr. Speaker, the Chair-
man  of Cownmittees, Mr. Griffiths, Hon.
W. D. Johnson, and Mr. J, H. Smith.

House—Mr. Speaker, Mr. Lambert, My.
MceLarty, Mr, Stubls, and Mr. Wilson.

Printing—DMr. Speaker, Mr. J. MacCallum
Smith, and MMr, Withers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

Mr. NORTH (Claremont) [4.34]: Fol-
lowing upon the remarks made last night by
the Leader of the Opposition, and upon ob-
servations in the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech,
regarding the financial stringency, it would
appear that things will not become worse
than they have been hut perhaps slightly
easier. Certainly it is uot to be inferred
from the Speech that things will be any
worse. [ take it from the remarks of the
Leader of the Opposition that we shall be
net in a worse position hut in one slightly
better. In addition to the vemarks in the
Speech and those of the Leader of the Op-
position, other aulhorities, however, continue
to say that the finaneinl position i~ black.
Recently the Governor of the Bank of Eng-
land, Mr. Montagune Norman, is said to have
stated that he cannot see daylight ahead,
and other experts have predieted that
possibly within two years there will be
a serious finaneial bhreakdown. Similar
statements can be found in the financial
papers. Therefore I take it that whatever

dilficulties exist in this State are to he fourd
evarywhere else as well. Turning now to the
Claremont constituency, 1 propose to give
instances of bow Lhis stringency iz affrating
the people there. A few weeks ago a woman
who is & widow and has a child, came to me
and soid, ¥l have 93 a week allowed me hy
the Government to live on, and I would like
to know From you, as member for the dis-
trict, low I should spenid that 9s. a week to
manage my affairs. My rent is Js, fid; I
have a geod landlord who has redured it to
that amount, %o I have 4s. 61, a week left
for my=elf and one child.” That sitvation,
it is hardly neee-<ary to say, should not exist
in a State like this. 1t obviously shows that
there is still much room for improvewment in
ous local conditions for those who ave not
vovered by the various schemes of evploy-
ment.  OF course it will be said that thiz iz
an isolated case: hut it is sad to think that
in a community like Claremont. which i»
fairly prosperous, it iz possible for the
widow to find lerself in such a position. To
e the existence of such a ease is clear proof
that unless things are altered, race deteriora-
tion will set in. The reason for the exiztence
of such a cuse is, of course, the fact that
the financial stringency is still upon us.
Another instance of the same sort of dilfi-
cutly in Claremont las recently arisen in
connection +with the bus question. The
same finaneial stringency has meant that the
people of Claremmont are no longer permitted
to use a certain bus route, hut must walk
about half-a-mile before they can join the
bus serviee to Perth. In this case the
reasons given are just the same. Tt is said
that the same finaneia] stringeney which
makes it necessary to compel a widow and
her child to live on Us. a week, compels
restrictions on the use ol the bus service.
It is said that there is a tram service in
existence, and that interest on the cost of
that serviee eannot be et if people are
allowed to use the huses. The ligures are
quite clear, and the departnient are de-
termined to collect the necessary interest
as best thev can. However, there must he
something radically wrong in our outlook
when we ser a perfectly good bus serviee
available every three or four minutes. pass-
ing our deors without our being permitied
te use it. The serviece has already leen
paid for, and is available: but intending
passengers must be foreed to walk half-a-
mile in order to be picked up. | repeat,
there is =zomething radically wrong in our



56 [ASSEMBLY.]

logic if we think that such a course of
action will help us to overcome the financia)
stringency. 1 do not intend to attack the
board controlling the tramways og this
account, I am quite aware that they are
simply handing out to passengers the same
justice which they mete out to others in
view of the obligation to pay interest.
Mowever, I ask you, Mr. Speaker, to con-
sider if you were a stranger in our midst,
say a visitor from another planet, if other
planeis are inhabited, and were shown a
widow who has 95, a week to live on with
one child, and were told that people had
to walk half-a-mile before they could make
use of a bns service, would you not say
that there was something curiously wrong
with our cownmunity? Yet ample reasons
are given for these things. The point is
are thoze reasons really logical, and have
we rone down to the root of the trouble?
As regards the widow, it would be said that
the Child Welfare Department have so
many calls upon them that the widow should
go out and do a hit of washing or serub
a few floors, leaving the child at home,
and that thos she might serape a few
shillings together and be enabled to pay her
rent and keep going. As regards the bus
serviee, it will he urged that residents must
walk half-a-mile so that interest may he
paid in London. It will he argued that
the widows and orphons in London must
receive their inferest, and so the argument
goes on. But in our heart of hearts we
know that both those arguments are utter]y
wrong. Fundamentally, we know, there is no
justifieation for such happenings. We know
perfeetly well that the 9s. a week propo-
sitinn is unreasonable, hecause at this very
moment Cireat Britain is trying to prevent
us from placing upon her market the eggs,
the meat, and the various other products
of this State, some of which eould be used
in the house of the widow who has to sup-
port herself and a child on 9s. & week, Let
me give anuther instance of the effects of
the financial stringeney. The Cottesloe
Council recently decided to cut up a Class
f¢A7 reserve in order to finance some im-
provements on the sea front. That is a
clear case of something quite out of the
ordinary, something which would never have
been proposed in normal times, The very
idea of selling a Class ‘*A’’ reserve for
building blocks in order to raise the wind
for a loeal hody would have been scouted

until just vecently. I am nol in any way
attacking the local body concerned.  The-
move they are making is a very wise oue
to make in difficult times. 1 thank the
{iovernment for having given permission
for the entting-up of the reserve.

Mr. Latham: You vourseli advocated
that long before. You came along and
introduced a deputation te the previous
Government on this matter.

Mr. NOUTH: Precisely. However, I am,
not arguing that that is how things should
be done. I merely say that the Cotteslon
Council have adopted what is in difficult
times a very good means of getting a good
work done.  But the proceeding is abso-
lutely wrong inasmuch as it arigses frowm
finaneial stringency. The men and the
materisls are there for the work to Dhe
done; and lecause of the financial
stringeney a Class **A’7 reserve is eut up
and handed over to the auctioneer, thus
taking from the total money market so mnch
purchasing power which would otherwise
have heen available in other directions. Fi-
nancial stringency again! I eome from that
to a sugzestion which has heen made by the
Perth City Council, ov really by the
(fovernment. If it is good encugh during
this finaneial stringency for Cottesloe to sell
a Class “A” reserve in order to provide
means of doing a good work in the distriet,
then similarly there is good reason for fhe
Perth City Couneil or the Government to do,
on similar lines, & good turn to the Cily of
Perth and the community generally. My
suggestion is to take up the guestion of a
civic 2entre and deal with the question of
the Perth railway station and kindred ideas
ralating to transport between Fremantle and
Micdland Junction. T would suggest that
the civie centre for this State ought and
could easily bhe placed somewhere around
where the present Perth railway centre is.
Of course there are already town planning
ideas prepared on those lines. If the Gov-
ernment could, under these conditions of
financial stringency go into the question of
removing the Perth railway station, and sell-
ing all the available land in the vicinity,
including the shunting yard and that great
area of waste land which is at present an
eye-sore, for good values, it would be an ex-
cellent thing. Just as the Cottesloe Couneil
obtain value for a useless class “A” reserve,
the Governmnent could by some satisfactory
sales on terms initiate a civic centre, suit-



[8 Aucust, 1934.] 57

able for a capital city, with a large square
such as may be found in other parts of the
world. On that area new buildinzs could
be put up. When it comes to the question
ol the railways, the obvious thing to do
would be to electrify them. However, we
know that the power house is not in a posi-
tion to cater for electrifying the railways.
So the best course would be to take the rail-
way from Midland Junetion to Fremantle
on the south side of the river and put in a
concrete highway from Midland Junetion to
Fremantle in one great sweep. The money
is available in the form of book-keeping
entries, because the value of the land now
occupied by the railways is so great that
it eould al! he disposed of very well. What
could be 1 better suggestion than that, dur-
ing this time of financial stringency? It
would perhaps brinz in a elear profit ofy
£100,000 for the people and the Govern-
ment, to sav nothing of the magnificent im-
provement it would mean for the city and
the changed outlook in regard to suburban
railways. It will have to be done sooner
or later, for evervone can see that the rail-
way passenger system from Fremantle to
Midland Junction iz doomed, and that
freight trains must go to Fremantle by a
more suitable route. There is a huge un-
earned incremeni to be obtained from the
sale of all that land for business sites and
ity developmental purposes. This is the
time for a bold action of that =zort, for plans
to be prepared, for the Town Planning Com-
mission to be called upon for a report, and
for the Transport Board to be consulted. We
have ample unemployed labour available, we
have ample concrete for the purpose, and
we have ample financial aeceommodation.
Anyone can see now that the private banks,
and no doubt the Commonwealth Bank also,
are only too anxious to get money out on
sound projects. We also see the writing
on the wall in Europe, declaring that we
must submit to restricted exports. That
will mean that sooner or later the Minister
for Employment will be forced to stau:
bringing men back to the ecity, for many
country projects will no longer have the
same impetus behind them; and, apart from
that, a restriction of country development
is inevitahle. If we could deal with a big
plan of this sort during the present diffi-
cult times, we should be killing several birds
with the one stone. 1 commend to the Gov-
ernment the suggestion that the Town

Planning  Comunission and the Transport
Duard should collaborate in examining the
pruposition. It is essentially praeticable, be-
cause the npearned increment iying idle in
those huge pieces of waste land ab present
o-cupied by the railways is erying ont for
recognition.  With the removal of fhe rail-
ways, we should have a huge civie centre,
a new town hall and the necessary re-
quirements. Then we wounld have a chance
to build the continuwous highway. The re-
moval of the railways would have to he
done piecemeal. First we would have to put
ore line on the south side of the river, and
eventually we would get the second line
acvos<, and so have the route for the con-
erete lHghway from Midland Junetion to
Fremantle.  That would serve to give us a
five-minute motor bus serviee right through,
and would do away with all the trouble of
level erossings which, bad enough as it is
to-day wmust become worse and worse. At
present  all  ihrough the etropolitan
area the railways are held up by
the level crossings. The reasor why
1 liave Lrought this forward is becapse it
was whispered to me a little time ago that
the Governunent had the idea of opening up
the trolley bus system and buildieg a whole
iot of the trolley buses to run on the rail-
ways.,  That, of course, would be a very
backwsard step, for it would mean costly
overhend charges in the provision of the
necessary wires. We must all agree that
if we could have this magnificent concrete
highway Lfrom Midiand Junction to Freman-
tle, it would serve to mect almost the whole
of our transport problems and would be
well worth while. T sugagest all this as an
oppurtunity for getting monev even while
things are slringent and monetary difficul-
ties still confront ws. That brings me to
my pusition with the electors of Claremont,
and @ certain movement proposing to run
randidates tor the Federal elertions. T never
eoulit have stood, as T did, as a Nationalist
candidute for Claremont advoeating the
poiiey of the new economies if there had
heen any suggestion of that movement bhe-
reniing & politieal party: vet durine the
last few weeks in the Eastern States politi-
al parties have heen formed from the par-
ent body. Happily the matter came to a
head in this State last night, when the poli-
tieal part of the business was definitely re-
Jected. So now, as the representative of
Claremont, T can say I have kept my full
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pledges to the electors and that I initiated
in the House a full inquiry into these sug-
gestions. Referring to the new economics,
my motion, with amendments, was earried
amd sent on to the Federal Government,
but no action was taken by them. Sinee my
meotion was disenssed here, there has heen a
full inquiry into certain aspeets of banking
by the New Zealand Parliament, and in the
House of Lords a motion on the same sub-
ject, moved by one of the honourahle peers,
was discussed last month. Undoubfedlv the
matter is still vital, but so far as I am
coneerned it is simply edueational. It eon-
cerns one of those great truths, shnilar to
the discoveries of Finstein, and, therefore,
it ean hardly be thrashed out in the polifical
arena. So I am pleased to say that
in this State at present the movement is
entirely educational, although whether it
takes five or ten years, sooner or later
the nations will be foreed to change to this
new economic outlook, whether they want it
or not. I will always do my part by taking
évery opportunity to bring forward the
matter from that point of view, but I am
entirely ngainst the introduetion of what I
might term mushroom parties to try to do
in a few months that which is a matter
for experts and involves a reasoned study
of truths and questions which .cannot be
thrashed out in the political arena. That
brings me {o a practical instance showing
how one can assist the new outlook at the
present time by a suggestion. I saw in the
Press a few days ago that at Vietoria Park
it is proposed fo take a census of the un-
employed -vouth in the district. That is the
sort of eutlook we have under our existing
system. We see that a number of persons
have nothing to do, no outlook, and it has
to be admitted there is something wrong
with our sysiem. We do not then say to
oursclves that we had better retire some of
the old greybeards and put the unemployed
vouths iuto their johs, No, we assume that
everything can go on as it has, that people
will earry on their ocenpations until they
reach the retiring age, and that we must
find a new ontlet for the unemployed
vouths. Thus, there is to be a house-to-
house ecanvass in Victoria Park to dis-
cover the number of youths in the district
without cmplovment or outlook. I sng-
gest that when that canvass is made,
at the same time—it would mean no
extra trouhle to those making the can-

vass—they should discover by questioning
the parents what are the needs of each
household. Suppose there are in the distriet
1,000 youths with nothing to do and no
possibility of finding a job, It might also
be discovered that there are so many scores
of pairs of hoots required, so many suits, so
many blankets, so much furniture and all
kinds of other things, even perhaps food,
wanted in the houses canvassed. That would
give a very good idea of whether the present
econemic system has not utterly broken
down. At present there is no possibility of
the ordinary consumer expressing his needs,.
and so he merely goes about with a grudge.
Our existing method is that if we can find
how many vouths there are unemployed, we
ean find something for them to de, such as
constructing  additional poultry yards oF
¢learing land in the country, altliough we
know quite well that already we have sur-
pluses of eggs, butter and fruit, which are
not even required in the export market. Yet
when we find unemployed youths in Vietoria
Park or elsewhere, we say that we must go
round there and see if we cannot get more
fruit trees planted in the district, or increase
the Iaying capacity of the hens, and so
forth. But if we can find out from the house-
holders their unsupplied needs, for which
they have not the necessary purchasing
power, we shall then have the two factors,
the unemployed youths and the unsupplied
necessifies, to bring together by some form
of credlit. Perbaps, if we were to take the
list of youths and the list of the unsupplied
necessities t¢ sonie bank, it is posgible that the
bank, recognising the dual genuine demand,
would say, “Very well, we will produce the
requirved eredit, and you ean get busy.” That
would apply, not only in Vietoria Park, but
throughout the whole of the civilised world,
wherever we have the same {remendous un-
satisfied demand. Of course, in very few
instanees is the demand expressed in finan-
cial terms—that is the root trouble. The
Lieut.-Governor told an important gathering
recently that, in his opinion, not enough
wheat was heing grown in the wold to-day;
what was wrong was that there were not
enough consumers to eat it. In making that
statement, His Excellency expressed a great
truth. It has been said that if every person
in the world received three scuare roeals a
day, we would not be growing half encush
of anything. Those three square mneals, to-
gether with clothes, footwear, ete., represent
merely unexpressed demands, but there iz no
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hacking of cash and no eredif, and the
present econowic system eannot visualise a
demand which is not backed by something
in Lhe shupe of exchange. Thul is where the
whole system breaks down. XNo longer do
men go about with a turkey in their arms
prepared to exchange it for someone else's
sheep or lamb. Only certain persons are
required fo produce the necessaries of life.
Probably two-thirds or three-quarters of the
pecple, if emploved at all. are engaged in
producing luxuries or harmful products, or
are engaged on publie works; and public
works, in themselves, represent only a means
to an end., The Old Country eannot go on
incessantly eonstrueting road after road and
building after building. The day must come
when the huge army of men engaged on
public works—employed merely to produce
purchasing power—cin ho longer be so en-
gaged. True, for many years a large number
of people in a new State like onrs can
be economically employed on works. DPer-
haps until confidence is restored—as the
phrase goes—and the financial stringency
ended by the various means now being at-
tempted, we shall have people engaged in
public works. I therefore eommend to the
orzanisers of the eanvass of Vietoria Park
that for their own satisfaction thev should
endeavour to discover the nnsupplied needs
in the homes canvassed. If thev did so, they
would get a shoek. It would be wise to limit
the inquiry to the need for goods available
in Western Australia—goods produced lo-
cally or already on the shelves of the stores.
That brings me to & more importani factor
associaied with the present finaneial strin-
geney. Health authorities have stated
that the present arrangemenis for the un-
employed are not sufficient to prevent race
deterioration. That is a very serious state-
ment. 1 should like the Minister for Health
to consider what is really necessary for an
unemployed person in this State to keep
him in a fit condition permanently. Would
the Minister consider that one-fourth of the
basie wage would be about the right figure
for one person? I have in mind an amount
necessary to meet the cost of rent, reasom-
ahle food and clothing. Tf the sum could
be assessed, if we could ascertain how many
persons there are who are not required in
industry and for whom the Government ean-
not find employment, and if we knew that
by some economic re-arrangement, those
needs could be met, we would have a case
made out for the intervention of the Com-

missioner of Health, regardless of the party
that happened to be in power at the time.
Race deterioration is as important as any
ulher disease. I ean imagine that if the
Minister for Health or his Federal confrere
discovered a cattle disessze or other disease
in the State. action would be taken speediiy
and much money would be expended to
stamp it out. When the officials of the Chiid
Welfare Department can write to a widow
telling hev that she and her ehild must live
on 9s. a week

Mr. Moloney: What did vour pariy do
when in power?

Mr. NORTH: I am not here to discuss
that point, beyond saying that had the mat-
ter been brought to my attention at the tiimne,
my elaim would have been the same.

AMr. Moloner: We have not heard of it
hefaore.

Mr. NORTH: The House bas heard of
it. During the regime of the Natioualist
Party I moved a motion, and in a speech
occupying two hours, stressed this point.
The motion proved so popular that it was
not again brought forward for debate. If
the lion. member wishes to make it a poli-
tical matter, I will leave it to him. T wish
to deal with the fundamental question. How
can we tolerate such a happening with
equanimity when we know that the neces-
saries requisite to meet the needs are in the
State but are heing hustled out of the State
to other parts of the world that do not re-
quire them? Sir Walter Elliott, who is ex-
pected to be the next Prime Minister of
Great Britain, is one of the statesmen who
appreciate the seriousness of the problem
confronting us. He was the cause of Eng-
land’s telling us that we would have to try
to .consume more of our own producis in-
stead of having a huge pumber of our peo-
ple half-starved while sending awav the
goods they need, only to flood Britain with
goods she does not require. He appreci-
ated that there were 2,500,000 pcople in
Britain helow the breadline, and there is a
move by the British Government to abolish
the slom menaee. There is need for men,

‘h in and out of Parliament, to raise the
question of the utter absurdity of needless
poverty in our midst when so mueh of our
produce cannot be sold. I have not delved
deeply into the suggestion I made earlier,
that the Health Department affords a new-
angle from whieh to attack the problein, but
I think much could be done in that way. If-
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the Health Departinent's estimates couvid be
removed from the Budget statement, and the
department were enabled to open an account
with the Commonwealth Bank or some other
bank, it could remain primarily and entirely
responsible for all members of the commun-
ity whe are not required in indnstry, or who
are sick or aged. The deparbment could
set a standard of the minimum required by
the individual fo prevent race deterioration,
and the problem could then be guickly
solved. At the end of the year, the Health
Department would have a biz overdraft on
the account, but the asset on the other side
would be that the whole of the people would
be fit and ready for work. That suggestion
probably sounds absurd under the present
economic system, but it would involve only
a few book entries and would relieve the
Minister for Health of anxiety, and relieve
the Treasurer of his difficulties. The Min-
ister for Health must he concerned regard-
ingr the hardships that exist, but if he could
treat poverty as he would a disease—it is
nothing more nor less than an unnecessary
disease, becanse every commodity required
i in the State and is being needlessly de-
stroved or exported to barass British farmers
—two problems would be solved at a stroke,
firstly how to finance the affair, and secondly
how to relieve the Child Welfare Depart-
ment of its worries. The cost would he no
wore than that of the ink. Hven if the debt
amounted to hundreds of thousands of
pounds a year, nobody could contend that
the asset of maintaining the race at its full
capacity for work when required was a bad
one. This is merely a small suggestion with
4 bit of the new economivs thrown in, with-
out in any way infringing upon the present
financial system as regards cmployinent and
profits. My suggestion would mean that in
12 months every person now down and out
would be restored, and the difticulties being
encountered by the Minister and by the land-
lords would he overcome.  The landlerds
would benefit under the proposed scheme.
As the member for West Perth (M. MeDon-
ald) told us last session, the landlords are
now heing compelled to coutribute to finance
the destitute. In hundreds of instances land-
lords are carrying tenants who cannot pay
their rent. Those tenants who are on the
7s.-per-week basis are accumulating debts.
A landlord last week had a tenant walk out
and lost £72. That sort of thing applies
all over the State. Bven the mortgagee who

drains the landlord is being squeezed out in
rates—and so the proeess continues. I do
not see why one section of the community
should be called upon to finance that portion
of the snfferings of the people we know to
he oceurring. I do not ask the taxpayers
to do this. They are already over-burdened
in that direction. Inowing as we do what
health means to the community, it should be
regarded as a privilege to open au account
in some bank backed by the nation for the
maintenance of health, vigour and efficiency
when required. Such an account could he
opened for the Health Department and oper-
ated on through the Minister. Through such
an account all cases of disiress could he
met in accordance with the Commissioner of
Heaith’s standard of need. Thus would be
provided a soluiion which at one stroke
might to a great extent curb the activities
of subversive societies which desire to upset
the whole of the economie system. At the
back of the present situation is nof really
the loss of profits of those in a big way, hot
the misery, suffering and unnecessary pri-
vations that we see all around vs. I do not
think the financial stringency should Dbe
allowed to inferfere with the race and with
the staudard of the White Australia with
which we entered the depression. The Health
Department is the department and the Min-
ister for Health is the Minister who should
enter the fight to abolish poverty from West-
ern Australia.

Mr. MOLONEY (Sublace) [3.17]: 1 am
fortunate to be tollowing a member who
wias a supporler ol the past Administra-
tion. I s alsv foriunate to have heard
his platitudes, intended to convey Lis soli-
citude for the deterioration of the race, and
bis remarks regarding the meagre assist-
anee meted oul by the present Administra-
tion towards the amelioration of that state
of affairs. Let us recall the position which
confronted the present Administration
when they took ofiice. Despite many draw-
backs, and the propaganda indulged in fron:
certain quarters to the deiriment of hoth
the Government and the Minister for Em-
ployment, we find that the unemployment
figures have been reduced from 7,000 men
on sustenance, men who were parading
the streets, forming processions and unahble
to secure work, to 1,600. That is a fine
achievement.  Let us remember also that
those people who are not receiving some-
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thing in the form of work are absolutely
incapacitated and are unable to take such
work as is offering. The Minister is now
grappling with the problem of providing
for those incapable of doing any hard work,
and is seeking for a scheme, such as re-
forestation, whereby those people may he
ahsarbed in avenues of light employment.
Only yesterday the Leader of the Opposi-
tion tnok the Government fo task, and tried
to helittle the efforts they had made 10
ameliorate the unemployment situalion. Ie
declared that, had it net been for ihe extra
uwoney they received, they would have done
far less than they have done. N\ state-
weni was made prioy fo the last elections
1o the effeet that i€ Labour were refnrned

to oflice, conlidence would he  wanting.
Whal chanée, the oepponents of Lahour

asked, would a Labour Premier have ol
securing the sinews of finance o enable
him to grapple with the huge wnemploy-
. ment problem that existed at the time?
Lahour answered that, if returned to oflice.
they would fight 1o put into operation those
prineiples for which they stood. This the
Labour Government have done. After 15
months of office, the Lahour Giovernment
liave implemented that poliey with the best
possible effeet, considering the amount of
money at their disposal. The Lender of
the Opposition also stated that the Govern-
ment had received certain money which
angmented the amount that was previously
received. Instead of castigating the Gov.
ernment, the Leader of the Opposition
should have paid them a tribute for the
reason that sufficient confidence was te-
posed in them to enable them to raise the
money for the discharge of the obligations
they had assumed. If is very easy to enti-
cise. I am not one of those who wish to
engage in a wrangle, as snggested by the
member for Claremont {Mr. North). He
helongs to a profession that is one of the
most ahle to wrangle. Tt is one of the
greatest assets for a wmember of that pro-
fossion fo he able to argue, and place his
case ably before the court in which his
ease is being conducted. It savours to a
large extent of self-abnegation on the part
of the hon, member when he suggests that
he is not able to wrangle or argue.
Mr. North: T said T could not argue as
well as others,
Mr. MOLONEY: It savours of a spirit
of self-abnegation and self-effacement on

(4]

his part that he shounld wake such a state-
ment, when on other oceasions, including
the historie two-hour speech ol wlich we
ilave been reminded, made when the hen.
wember was one of the pariy that was in
power, aecording to hiz own words, a
certain amount  of  eastigation  Followad
Despite  that  eastigaiion  on  the  pint
of the hon member, the Government
of the day did not respond.  Oun that
oceasion they were not atraid of the paee
deteriorating. I remained Tov the Labony
Party to tmprove the position to the extent
ihey have dens. Now the hon, member
{wits s, and inakes ns Dluzh wiih his erifi
cismn, hecanse bhe waintuing flat we ave
#llowing an intolerable atate of aillairs to
prevail.

My, Norihi: Yeu talk to the llealth
oflicers about that, not to we.
Me. MOLONEY: The Heallh oflicers

kuow the position.  To-day there ave prople
in the community who are reeviving only
a lourils of what they should reeeive, \We
are eognisant ol the faet, but we are dis-
pensing lnrgess as well as we are able to do,
We are carrving out the employment
poliex that we put hefore the people,
namely, endeavouring to employ every nman
and woman at work on full-fime rvates.
Who would imagine that five minutes afier
the Giovernment had eome into ofitee il
would have heen possible lor them to ve-
arganise the whole of the soeial syvstom of
the State? They have not yet had time in
which to do all they desire to do.
Nevertheless they have removed over 5,000
men  from the sustenance list, a notable
nchievement in itzelf. Those men are now
getting back the self-respect they were losing
under the previous Administration, Tn re-
turn for the wages thexy are recciving, they
are giving their labour. Tt ix one of the
most saered privileges of any man to he ahle
1o give hack to the community semething for
what he receives. T mention this az an
illnstration of the many things with which
the Government have had to grapple. They
have gone on with the works thar were
initiated by the previous Administiralion in
the Subinco area. The Shenion Park drain-
age has becen consmnmated. Maenifirent
work has been done by men who have only
heen receiving a pittance, although if is the
hest that ean he given to themn in the cireum-
stances. | have inspected the Shenton Park
work myself.  Amongst the wmen enzawed
upon it were those who had been driving a
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pen, or mending shoes, or had perhaps been
hank employees.  They hewed rock and
shitled sand, and did their work like skilled
evaftsmen. This is only an indication of the
energy that can be displayed, and the com-
petenee that lies within the bodies of men
who are properly divected. It is the same
thing in the hody politic and the bhody
ceonopie,  If we ean concentrate the avail-
able energics in the vight direction by re-
organising the commmnity, it represents the
pivolt upon which the whole edifice restz. 1
we ean carry on along lines sneh as these, we
shall proceed a long way in the direction of
ameliovating  those  conditions abont which
the member for Claretmont is so solieifous,
Fivst, however, must come a change of
heart. A mandate mast come from the peo-
ple of Austealin, in the ease of the Federal
arena, with regard fo a national system of
hanking.  1f the party to which 1 helong
had a mandate from the people to introduee
snch a system we should be well on the way
towards the goal of our ambition, namely,
the provision of food, elothing and shelter
for those in need of them. Until we receive
the neeessary authority, however, we ave
powerless to rehabilitate the social system
or to hring aboul those things which are so
dear to our hearts. I commend the memher
for Claremont for his fearlessness. 1 am
pleased to note from the remarks he has
made that he has indicated the coming of a
new era, whether it he under the banner
of the party to which he belongs, or some
other party. TI[, however, that new era will
he for the benefit of the people as a whole,
I shall be with him. Despite erificism and
rarious obstacles placed in their way, and
despite the financial stringeney of the times,
the Minister for Mines and his officers have
done that which was expeeted of them. The
Minister himsell has exercised that practical
vision which he learned se well in the school
of experience. He has put into operation a
policy that to-day ig reflecied in the activity
that is being displayed on the goldfields. One
has only to read the Governor’s Speech fo
realise the praise that is due to him. The
words contained in the Speech relative to
wold mining represent a wonderfu] mani-
festation of aectivity and of the prosperity
which now characterises the industry. Any
words of mine would fail to enhance the
priise that is eontained in the Speech on this
subjeet.  We know that thounsands of men
are now engazed in seavching for gold. To-
dzy we find the scheme in active suceesstul

operation, whereas, in many cireles at the
outset, it was strenuonsly deeried.

Mr, Latham: IHad not the increased price
of gold sone eflect?

Mr. Seward: 0, no, of course it had
nothing to do with it!

Mr, MOLONEY : That the inereased priee
ol gold proved ot advantage to the scheme
wis a natural eovollary.  But the dominanl
Ceature of the seheme is that men who were
formerly o burden on the State, have gone
out info the mining areas and have partie
paded in the development of the assets of
the Stale, bhecoming themselves assels in-
stead af hurdens upon the commnity.  The
hig nining companies are exhibiting eonfi-
denee, and that is charaecteristic of the Stale
generally. Nowadays new plants are being
installed on the Golden Mile; new shows are
being opened up. In London the import-
anee of our mining shares has transcended
even the momentous ¢uestion of seecssion
in the minds of the people. The Stafe is
looming large in (he eves of the British pub-
lic hecanse of the ontput of gold, and there
is a greater optimism regnrding the State
than formerly, Tn fact, leading individuals
are singing the praises of the State, and we
find that o Former Covernor, Sir William
Campion, is fo-day one of the spearheads
of the hands who are prenching the fame
of Western Australia. TIn earlier davs we
heard adverse eriticism regarding what were
termed as the “né’er-do-wells” who were
sent out from Fngland, without knowing a
pick from o hoe. To-day those very men
are doing wonderful work that will redound
to the henefit of the State. Not only is this
onfstinding with regard to mining opera-
fiong; we find that the same development
is appirent in the huilding trade. Tven
despite the cheap praise that was offered hy
the Teader of the Opposition to the work
of the State Feonomie Council, that hody has
dene mwueh towards the encouragement of
enterprise. In view of the itone in whieh
he spoke, T should not he surprised if the
the Eeonomie Couneil formulates somethinge
like a testimonial to the Leader of the
Opposition in recogmition of his praise of
them Ffor endeavouring to assist the State,
T mentioned this matter 12 months ago when
I spoke in this Chamber, and I then drew
attention ta the harnessing of representative
professionnl and practieal men in an enden-
vonr fo promote the interests of the com-
munity. The Eronomic Counei] is represen-
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lative of many divergent intevests, and yet

they cu-uperate for the one outstanding pur-

pose.  The result of their endeavours is re-
lieeted in the increase in the staffs of
estahlished factories and in the creation of
new undertakings.  We have an instance
of the spirit that dominates the Council in
the erection of the two houses at Floreat
Park.  Anyone conversant with the building
trade will realise that those homes were not
crected Trom the standpoint of the intrinsie
wain to be derivad from their disposal, hut
as a westnre and an earnest of the desires
of the people who crected them, fo advance
the inlerests of the building trade. ‘They
were erecfed as symbols to vitalise that
trde, and to indieate that, in the use of
loeal matermls, huildings ecould he ereeted
that were not medioere, but reflected great
eredit on the 8tate, its produets, and all
concernest. Those whe purchased the homes
have benclited appreciably.  But the time
Lor sueh gestures s past. The fillip has
heen wiven fo the building trade and now
we veid ol the proposal to erect a Targe
hote1 inn the City of Perth. Others are de-
sirons of erecling a building of such a
deseription that {he members of the Perth
Cily Conneil are beenminge apprehensive as
to the height to which huilldings may he
tuken.  The civie fathers zre eoncerned as
to whether the streels will he ab'e to cope
with the requirements of such buildings, An
architect has explained  that one  reason
why a limilation was placed on the height
of builiings in uo'der vitics of the world,
was (hat Lhe flow ol people Lrom such build-
ines was likely Lo he =0 grest as to (lood the
city streets. When such buildings are in
contemplation in Peth, it shows that the
building trade has come into its own.

Mr. Latham: How many buildings of that
description have they in Subiaco?

Mr. MOLONEY: Subiaco = more than
helding i< own, and will compare favour-
ahly with York. Subiaco has provided a
wieat deal of work for the wnemploved. I
have already mentioned the drainage svs-
tem that has been construeted. 1 visiied
the Swanbourne miea where the same elass
of work is being undertaken by the Govern-
ment, and hoth operations reflect eredit on
the Administration. At Maxlands there was
im gxve-sore that the Government have dealt
with. T trust that the work T have in mind
will be vonsummated in due course; it is
now well in hand.

Mr, Latham: You are stealing the thunder
of the member for Maylands.

Mr. MOLONEY: Prior to the advent of
the present Covernment, we were told it
wag impoessible to secure a satisfactory sup-
ply of water and coffee was not in it with
the ecolour of the liquid that was provided
for the public. To-day complaints are rare,
anmd steps taken by thé Government will
assure that, when the undertakings are com-
pleted, the publie will secure what they pay
for and are entitled {o receive—an adequate
supply of gouil puotable water, with no re-
strictions imposed upeon its use. Tn the past,
many limitations have had to he imposed
on the use of water, some of whieh has been
drawn from artesinn hores, although the
supply has not heen of salisfactory quality.
Those factks are not patalable to those who
seek to adeery the present Administration
aml declare they are not eapable of giving
eifect to their contemplated activities. Every-
where we note that people are looking for-
ward with hope in the futuree. T is an
inlieation of the Eaith of the people in the
present Government,  Girumbling is rare in
these days, nnless it he manufactured in
quarlers where there is a desire ta place
upon the respemsible Minister the acensation
of neglect. and ineapacity,  We have seen
the crpeodile Lears of members who remained
quicseent when the State Transport Co-
orlination Act was being  deall with in
Parlinmenl.  Those members bhave scen fit
tu o throuzh the conntry distriels, bealing
the hir drum.  Thev have deelared that the
antoeratic Transport Boa d was going to do
anvthing that was wrong, mnd that the Rail-
wiav Department was in league with that
hody. Those members failed to tell the people
what the real facts were until if was ade
patent to the people themwselves that Lhe
board would act along the Hues indicated in
the lteyislation.  Those members advaneed i
case that was based upon errontesus premiiscs,
but no doubt the Minister will be able to
deal with that phase later on.  Those mem-
bers knew that they were pitching a tale Lo
the people.  When the legislalion was before
Parlianment and the guestion of compensa-
tion was dealt with, there was no appreciable
degree of dissension rewarding the men-ure
as it was passed in this Chamber. Very lew
voives were ri=ed against it dering the final
stages.  [E is st as well fo he honest, so
that thoze out-ide as well as those inside Pay-
liament, shall know the real position. It
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is not playing the mame, political or other-
wise, to lead the people to believe that an
olignrchic Govermment were acting against
the inferests of the people themselves. As a
matter of fact, the hest interests of the eom-
munity penerally will he serves.

Mr. Thorn: [s that
adopted in Subineo?

e, MOLONEY @ Opposition  members
seent partienlarly anxious to asgist me to
place the affairs of Subiaco before Parlia-
ment. IE they will assist e to persuade the
Ainisters  concerned tv azree Lo certain
undertakings 1 desire, 1 shall weleome their
help.  Last vear T mentioned the necessity
Lor a hridge af Daglish.  That may be re-
warded as parechinl, but it is a matter of
wreat inportance to the people who live on
the Daglish side of the 'erth-1emantle rail-
wiy line. 1 want that beidge, and B owill
have it constracted betore my lerny expires,
il it ix at all possible. There are one or (wy
ofher malters resarding which [owanld wel-
come the assishimee of Qpprsition members,
The Governor's Speech, it lengthy, contained
matler of great promise. It is a tale diifere-
ent frome that which has been prenched for
some years past. 1t breathes with a certain
amount of restraint the spivit of optini=m,
and 1t will engemder hope in the winds of
the people to know that even though there is
slill a long way to go wd many things to dv,
we are aflempting to bring about an im-
provement ibove that whiel las made ilself
slightly manilest in recent months, So 1
Join with lhis Bxcelleney in his expressed
hope, and I sineerely Liust that when the
next session of this Parliament meels the
things we hope Lor and desire will be eapuble
of fullilment. There is only one way in
which the peeple of this State in common
with those in other parts of the world will
be able to solve existing dilliculties and that
will be when they receive the Lull benelit
from the assets they hold and produce. 1
agtes with the menther for Claremont when
he =avs that a new wethod of linance is re-

the attitude always

uwired. 1 support the wotion.
On multun by Mr. Wilsen, debute ad-
Journed.

House adjevrined wt 5.18 pon.

Tegislative Council,

Thursday, Sk Luyusl, 1951,
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Motion @ State Transport Co-ordination Act, to dis- )
allow regnlation 64

Bill: supply (\'u 1) £2,290, (]Ul), .Sl.uudm,; Urder hus- _
peusion, remalplng stages ... [1¥)

The PRESITDNENT took the Chair at 430
v, and read pruyvers,

MOTION—STATE TRANSPORT
CO-ORDINATION ACT.

To Disdllow Regulation,
HON. A, THOMSON (Svuth-Kast)

CLaa) s T move—

That Regulation No. 48, mude  uuder  the
Shite Trauspsrt Co-ordination Act, 1033, as
published in the Government Gazefle on 16th
Mareh, 1934, and laid on the Table of the
Heuse on Tth August, 1934, be and is hereby
lisillowed.
1L is unfortunate that members are nol in a
position to amend regulations, and the only
wiy by which they can overcome diliicullics
that arise 15 v move for the disallowance
of them. When the Bill was before Parlia-
ment, L know many members held Lhe
apinion that if the beard relfused fo re-
new o license, the trock owner wonld be
entitled to appeal to a stipendiary magis-
trate. I do oot think any newber thought
for one moment that, under the regula-
tions that were to be drafted in connection
with the Aet, the appeal would be limited
to the stipendiary msgistrate at Perth.
The Act provides thal a truck owner, the
renewil of whose license has been refused,
shall have the right to appeal at any time
during the ensning three years, 1t would
be hard luck Lor such a man if he were
foreed {o uppeal to the identical nagis-
trute who had already refused him his
license.  The wmost important point to
which I desire to draw atiention is that
under the present regulalions, s man whose
headguarters are in the counlry, and who
desives to appeal against a decision of the
Transport Board, is compelled not only to
deposit £10 on accomt of the appeal, hut
he has to go to Perth 1o have the appeal
heard, and to pay the expenses of witnesses



